
Em
ai

l A

D
ea

r 
Je

nn
ife

r,

 G
re

et
in

gs
 fr

om
 s

un
ny

 M
ad

rid
! A

t t
he

 m
om

en
t I

’m
 s

itt
in

g 
1 

 , 
dr

in
ki

ng
 c

of
fe

e 
an

d 
ea

tin
g

2 
 ! 

I s
it 

in
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

ca
fé

 e
ve

ry
 a

fte
rn

oo
n 

an
d 

w
at

ch
 th

e 
pe

op
le

 –
 it

’s
 re

al
ly

 in
te

re
st

in
g.

 T
w

o 
ol

d 
m

en
 

ar
e 

 3 
    a

nd
 a

 y
ou

ng
 g

irl
 is

 p
la

yi
ng

 th
e 

gu
ita

r. 
O

h,
 I 

lo
ve

 it
 h

er
e!

 

 B
ut

 th
is

 is
n’

t a
 h

ol
id

ay
! P

et
er

 a
nd

 I 
ar

e 
st

ud
yi

ng
4 

 fo
r 

a 
m

on
th

 a
t t

he
 u

ni
ve

rs
ity

. W
e’

re
 

re
al

ly
 e

nj
oy

in
g 

it,
 b

ut
 it

’s
 v

er
y 

ha
rd

 w
or

k.
 W

e 
st

ud
y 

fo
r 

fo
ur

 h
ou

rs
 e

ve
ry

 m
or

ni
ng

 a
nd

 c
la

ss
es

 s
ta

rt
 a

t 
5 

 . 
W

e 
no

rm
al

ly
 g

et
 u

p 
at

 s
ix

 o
’c

lo
ck

. 
P

et
er

 a
nd

 I 
go

 to
 th

e 
un

iv
er

si
ty

 b
y 

 6 
  , 

w
hi

ch
 is

 q
ui

te
 d

an
ge

ro
us

 –
 th

e 
tr

af
fic

 is
 c

ra
zy

 h
er

e!
 

W
e’

re
 s

ta
yi

ng
 w

ith
 F

ra
nc

o,
 a

 fr
ie

nd
 fr

om
 s

ch
oo

l, 
w

ho
 li

ve
s 

7 
 . 

 P
et

er
 is

 e
nj

oy
in

g 
it 

he
re

, t
oo

 a
nd

 a
t t

he
 m

om
en

t h
e’

s 
lo

ok
in

g 
fo

r 
so

uv
en

irs
 in

 th
e 

st
re

et
 m

ar
ke

ts
. W

e 
us

ua
lly

 
 8 

  in
 th

e 
ev

en
in

g 
an

d 
ea

t m
ea

t o
r 

fis
h 

– 
fo

od
 is

 v
er

y 
ch

ea
p 

he
re

. W
e 

w
an

t t
o 

9 
 

ne
xt

 y
ea

r. 

 W
el

l, 
I c

an
 s

ee
 P

et
er

 w
al

ki
ng

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

sq
ua

re
 –

 a
nd

 h
e’

s 
ca

rr
yi

ng
 a

 v
er

y 
bi

g 
bo

x!
 I’

ll 
sa

y 
go

od
by

e 
no

w
. S

ee
 y

ou
 n

ex
t 

m
on

th
! 

 Lo
ts

 o
f l

ov
e,

 

 P
en

ny
 

Ne
w

 M
es

sa
ge

Se
nd

Em
ai

l B

 D
ea

r 
Je

nn
ife

r, 

 G
re

et
in

gs
 fr

om
 s

un
ny

 M
ad

rid
! A

t t
he

 m
om

en
t I

’m
 s

itt
in

g 
in

 
a 

be
au

tif
ul

 s
qu

ar
e,

 d
rin

ki
ng

  a 
  a

nd
 e

at
in

g 
ch

oc
ol

at
e 

ca
ke

! I
 s

it 
 b

 
  e

ve
ry

 a
fte

rn
oo

n 
an

d 
w

at
ch

 th
e 

pe
op

le
 –

 it
’s

 re
al

ly
 in

te
re

st
in

g.
 T

w
o 

ol
d 

m
en

 
ar

e 
pl

ay
in

g 
ch

es
s 

an
d 

a 
yo

un
g 

gi
rl 

is
  c 

  . 
O

h,
 I 

lo
ve

 it
 h

er
e!

 

 B
ut

 th
is

 is
n’

t a
 h

ol
id

ay
! P

et
er

 a
nd

 I 
ar

e 
st

ud
yi

ng
 S

pa
ni

sh
 fo

r 
a 

m
on

th
 a

t t
he

 u
ni

ve
rs

ity
. W

e’
re

 re
al

ly
 e

nj
oy

in
g 

it,
 b

ut
 it

’s
 

ve
ry

 h
ar

d 
w

or
k.

 W
e 

st
ud

y 
fo

r 
 d

 
  h

ou
rs

 
ev

er
y 

m
or

ni
ng

 a
nd

 c
la

ss
es

 s
ta

rt
 a

t 7
:3

0.
 W

e 
no

rm
al

ly
 g

et
 

up
 a

t  e 
  . 

P
et

er
 a

nd
 I 

go
 to

 th
e 

un
iv

er
si

ty
 

by
 s

co
ot

er
, w

hi
ch

 is
 q

ui
te

 d
an

ge
ro

us
 –

 th
e 

tr
af

fic
 is

 c
ra

zy
 

he
re

! W
e’

re
 s

ta
yi

ng
 w

ith
 f 

 , 
w

ho
 li

ve
s 

in
 

th
e 

ce
nt

re
 o

f M
ad

rid
. 

 P
et

er
 is

 e
nj

oy
in

g 
it 

he
re

, t
oo

 a
nd

 a
t t

he
 m

om
en

t h
e’

s 
lo

ok
in

g 
fo

r 
 g 

 i n
 th

e 
st

re
et

 m
ar

ke
ts

. 
W

e 
us

ua
lly

 g
o 

to
 a

 re
st

au
ra

nt
 in

 th
e 

ev
en

in
g 

an
d 

ea
t 

h 
  –

 fo
od

 is
 v

er
y 

ch
ea

p 
he

re
. W

e 
w

an
t 

to
 c

om
e 

ba
ck

 a
ga

in
 n

ex
t y

ea
r. 

 W
el

l, 
I c

an
 s

ee
 P

et
er

 w
al

ki
ng

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

sq
ua

re
 –

 a
nd

 h
e’

s 
ca

rr
yi

ng
 a

(n
)  i 

  ! 
I’l

l s
ay

 g
oo

db
ye

 n
ow

. 
S

ee
 y

ou
 n

ex
t m

on
th

! 

 Lo
ts

 o
f l

ov
e,

 

 P
en

ny
 

  

Ne
w

 M
es

sa
ge

Se
nd

    Present simple or continuous? 

An email home10C 

PHOTOCOPIABLE © 2013 Pearson Education

✄

✄



Instructions

You will need: one copy of Email A or Email B per student

•	 Pre-teach the following items of vocabulary: square (in a town), play 
chess, dangerous, carry, box, souvenirs.

•	 Divide the class into two groups, A and B. Give a copy of Email A 
to all the students in group A, and a copy of Email B to the all the 
students in group B. Allow students time to read their version of the 
email and ask any questions.

•	 Students work in pairs or groups with people who have the same 
email and write down the questions they need to ask in order to 
complete it. The questions should be either in the Present simple or 
Present continuous. For example, students with Email A should write: 
Where is she sitting (at the moment)? for question 1 and: What time 
do (their) classes start? for question 5.

•	 Pair one student with Email A with one student with Email B. 
Students are not allowed to look at each other’s emails. Students 
take it in turns to ask the questions they have prepared and 
complete the gaps.

•	 When they have finished, they can look at their partner’s email and 
check their answers.
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